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By HOPEFUL 


OW the word of the Lord came to Steadfast, the 

son of Tradition,* saying, ‘Go ye up by the way 

of Pax Tecum and join yourself to the people of 
Borealis and fight the Lord’s battles.”’ 

Then was Steadfast filled with anxiety and a strong 
reluctance, and he arose and went into the heart of 
Australis to take counsel with the Preservers of the 
Heritage, chief among whom was Contender, the son 
of Polemics. 

And Steadfast opened his mouth and said, ‘’Lo, the 
word of the Lord has come to me saying, ‘Join your- 
self to the people of Borealis and fight the Lord’s 
battles.’ ’’ 


Then were the Preservers of the Heritage shocked, 


and they gazed sadly upon Steadfast. And it came to 
pass after a time that the silence was broken by Con- 
tender, who lifted up his voice and said, ‘‘Hearken 
unto me, my brother, and give heed unto the words 
that | speak. It was not the voice of the Lord you 
heard, but the voice of a Corrupter. Verily the Lord 
would not tell you to join yourself to the people of 
Borealis, for they are not completely his people. Has 
it not been told us that their thoughts are not our 
thoughts, nor their ways our ways, and has it not 
even been whispered that their hearts are not crystal 
white like ours, but pink-stained?”’ 

Then straightway spake Cerberus of Status Quo and 
said, ‘’Yea verily, extreme caution is advisable, my 
son. The people of Borealis may have the same form 
of fa'th as ours, but that could be a snare and a delu- 
sion. In other matters than faith they have dangerous 
ideas that could affect our Way of Life and pervert 
pure Australism. And are not their numbers such 
that we would be to them as Jonah to the whale? The 
Good Book says that evil communications corrupt good 
manners, so we must be careful of our associates, 
kind Steadfast, lest they turn out to be sons of Belial.”’ 

And it came to pass after he had finished these 
words that lamso Virtuous opened his mouth and spake 
on this wise: ‘Truly there is no need to join ourselves 
to those of Borealis, for are we not sufficient unto 


*Characters in this allegory are composite and representative 
and are not intended to designate any particular person. 


ourselves? Are not our good works better than their 
good works, and is not our zeal for the Lord of Hosts 
greater than their zeal? Surely Australis is strong 
enough to fight the Lord’s battles alone!” 

And so it was that Steadfast pondered for a time. 
Then he said, ‘‘My heart is sorely troubled. Do they 
not also love God and should not we who love God 
have love also for one another?” 

Then answered hastily Contender, the son of Pole- 
mics, saying, ‘You mistake our meaning, dear Stead- 
fast. We also love our brethren of Borealis. None 
more! But love does not require that we join ourselves 
to them to fight the Lord’s battles. Nay, rather do we 
serve the Lord better by remaining apart, for if our 
brethren in their weakness be defeated, then the 
Lord will not be left without a witness. Consider well, 
faithful Steadfast. The voice that you heard may not 
be of the Lord, but the voice of a Corrupter.”’ 

So Steadfast the son of Tradition went his way com- 
forted, for he had heard what he wanted to hear. 

Now it happened on this wise that as Steadfast was 
returning to his own place a mighty storm arose and 
he sought shelter in the forest under a great tree called 
Complacency, and as he awaited the approach of the 
storm he began to be greatly disturbed in mind and 
cried aloud unto the Lord. 

And behold the Wind of Things Past That Are 
Better Forgotten passed by and rent certain branches 
of the tree, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after 
the wind the Thunder of Controversy and Contention 
shook the tree to its foundations, but the Lord was 
not in the thunder; and after the thunder the Light- 
ning of Prejudice and Pride struck the tree and left 
only the stump remaining, but the Lord was not in 
the lightning; and after the lightning the Rain of 
Peace, Peace, When There Is No Peace deluged the 
defenseless Steadfast, but the Lord was not in the 
rain; and after the storm had passed over, a Voice 
in the silence, and after the Voice, the sun. 

So Steadfast returned to his own place and took 
leave of his father Tradition, and kissed him, and then 
went up by the way of Pax Tecum to join himself to 
the people of Borealis and fight the Lord’s battles. 











Letters to the Editors 





Letter to Some Elders on Traditions 





N. T. Quotation 
(COPY) 
July 4, 1954 
The Session 
First Presbyterian Church 
Jackson, Miss. 


The Session 

First Presbyterian Church 
Fayetteville, N. C. 

Dear ELDERS: 

Reading the account of your recent 
resolutions regarding segregation (OvrT- 
LOOK, June 28) has disturbed me greatly 
because of the basis you have given for 
your decision: . SO violate the tradi- 
tions of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church”... “is inconsistent with the 
customs and traditions of said church.” 

Matthew 15: 1-9 explains why I feel 
constrained to write you regarding the 
reason you give for your decision. I 
quote in part, “Why do your disciples 
trangress the tradition of the elders? .. . 
And why do you transgress the command- 
ment of God for the sake of your tradi 


tion? ... So for the sake of your tradi- 
tion, you have made void the word of 
God. . . . ‘teaching as doctrines the pre 


cepts of men.’” 

On this day celebrating our country's 
independence I pray most earnestly that 
we may be loosed from the bondage of 
tradition to the freedom of God’s word. 
As members of a branch of Christ’s 
Church, may you be given courage to make 
your decisions according to the word of 
God. 

Who am I who write you? A fellow- 
member in the same Presbyterian Church 


THIS WEEK 


These People Join 
Thousands More 
In Saying... 





Let Presbyterians Reunite!* 
(Continued from last issue) 


Mr. & Mrs. Walter Mr. & Mrs. Samuel 


Johnson D. Maloney 
West Helena, Ark. Red Springs, N. C. 
Mr. & Mrs. Jas. T. W. M. Osborn 


Magruder 
Kobe, Japan 


Mr. & Mrs. Wm. C. 
Frierson 
Denmark, S. C. 


Duncan D. MacBryde 
Washington, D. C. 


ON IE I OTE TT 
Street & Number 


Richard L. Hughston 

W. B. Neely, Jr. 

Wm. H. Crenshaw 

John |. Mashburn 

Otto Deats 

J. S. Knaur 

Hugh Tanner 
Midland, Texas 


nS ct 

*A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyte- 
vians Reunite! summarizing an editorial se- 
ries, with more than 140 signatures, will 
be sent free of charge for a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope. Or, 25 for 25¢; $1 
per 100. 


The Presbyterian Outlook 
1 North 6th St., Richmond 19, Virginia 





in the U.S. of which both my grandfathers 
were ministers. 

MARTHA DaBNEY DINWIDDIE. 
New Orleans, La. 


Errata 
To Tue OUTLOOK: 


Holders of copies of Part II, Volume of 
Statistics, April 1-Dec. 31, 1953, are au- 
thorized and requested to make the fol- 
lowing corrections: 
page 18 line 64, Lookout Mtn. church: 

change Deacons from 12 to 21 
2 line 76, Decatur church: change 

infant Baptisms from 3 to 35 

change S. S. enrollment from 51, 

471 to 1,471 
page 104 line 57: change Glenhaven to 

Glen Leven 
page 147: transpose all figures from Wil- 
mington and Winston-Salem 
Presbyteries beginning with 
World Missions. 
page 204: Brown, H. D., Jr., add “D.D.” 
degree 
page 230: Phillips. C. P., correct address 
is Box 285, Commerce, Ga. 
page 231: Pollard, T. H., correct address 
is Box 164, Woodsboro, Texas 
page 238: Taylor, G. Aiken, add “Ph.D.” 
degree 
E. C. Scorr, Stated Clerk 
341-A Ponce de Leon Ave.. N.E 
Atlanta 5, Georgia 


w 


page 


Congratulations 


To THe OUTI OOK: 

Let me congratulate the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., on the quality of its Gen- 
eral Assembly. It was such a wonder- 
fully fine Assembly that even we Yankees 
could feel the spiritual impact of it. I 
cannot help feeling that its quality will 
help to make reunion a blessed reality. 

Wirsur LaRoe. 
Washington, D. C. 


Assembly and Alcohol 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

I have followed with much interest your 
reports of the meeting of our General As- 
sembly. Since I firmly believe that a 
Christian cannot do otherwise than believe 
in non-segregation and in union of our 
two churches with that of the United 
Presbyterians, I was glad the Assembly 
passed those two epoch-making bills. 

But there is one item you have never 
mentioned. Cannot you print what pro- 
nouncements the Assembly made on tem- 
perance teaching in our church or any 
other facet of the cause? The United 
Presbyterians have a wonderful temper- 
ance program for church and for Sunday 
school. Could you not print that to let 
our people see what can be and should 
be done? 

When the General Assembly met here 
some years ago, to my amazement and 
shock, nothing whatever was said about 
total abstinence as a way of life for our 
members. All that was even spoken of 
was a few lines in a report, and they 
were as weak as could be. Now that Dr. 
Calhoun is at the head of this department 
there have come out some fine articles 


in the church papers. BUT what did the 
Assembly do? 

I am from China. There no church 
member drank or smoked, and the shock 
we have had on retiring to America to see 
what our church members do is a great 
one, and the apprehensions for the future 
of our church youth more alarming. 

Please print what the Assembly said. 
The Northern Assembly some years ago 
made a very fine pronouncement. I do 
not know that their churches paid any 
heed to it, but ours has not even done 
that much. I dislike our church being the 
one behind all others in the temperance 
line. 

LeaDa N. (Mrs. W. L.) Bersr. 
Orlando, Fla. 


eNOTE—Our Feb. 8 cover feature 
should not be forgotten: “An Open Let- 
ter to Church Members Who Drink.” Last 
action in this field was taken by the 
1953 Assembly which asked: 

“Churches to use every means to pro- 
mote alcohol education, and to inform 
the people of the mounting menace of the 
use of alcoholic beverages. 

“That churches cooperate with Allied 
Youth, Inc., in providing adequate guid- 
ance for youth in confronting the liquor 
problem; and with Alcoholic Anonymous 
and other worthy organizations in their 
program of rehabilitating alcoholics. (Ad- 
dress of Allied Youth, Inc., is 1709 M 
Street, N. W., Washington 6, D. C. 

“3. Realizing the importance of per- 
sonal example, the General Assembly 
urges that church members abstain from 
all indulgence in_ intoxicating bever- 
ages.” 


Lists of Elders 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

I have been requested to furnish the 
names and addresses of the ruling elders 
of Albemarle Presbytery, evidently for 
purposes of communication relative to the 
Union question. 

This I am doing. I feel also that should 
THE OUTLOOK, and others advocating the 
union cause, desire the same list, I shall 
be glad to furnish the same. There are 
about 300 of them in this presbytery. 

J. W. HASSELL, 
General Secretary and Stated Clerk 
Greenville, N. C. 


Just Proud 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


1 continue to feel a sense of gratitude 
tor the recent General Assembly and cer- 
tainly we are thankful for the guidance 
of the Spirit of God. I’m just proud of 
those who were there. 


R. A. PFRANGLE. 
Old Stone Church, Lewisburg, W. Va. 


Extra copies . 
STEADFAST’S PROGRESS 
(See cover) 
12 for 25¢ (minimum); 50 for 75¢ 
$1 per 100 
From THE OUTLOOK 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under the act 
of March 3, 1879. Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street. Richmond 19, Virginia, except 
first week, January, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492; night, 4-5554. 10¢ a copy, $4.00 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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Billy Graham Says Europe Seeks God 


New YorkK (RNS)—Evangelist Billy 
Graham returned here after a five-month 
preaching tour of Great Britain and 
Western Europe and reported he had 
found a spiritual reawakening that might 
prevent World War ITI. 

‘I can’t put into words the hunger of 
those people for God,” he said. To me 
this is the golden hour of the church.” 

Dr. Graham, who preached “old-time 
religion” to more than 2,000,000 persons 
at 300 different meetings in Great Bri- 
tain, France, Finland, Sweden, Denmark, 
the Netherlands and Germany, said he 
had found a spirit of optimism that he 
had not noted on earlier postwar trips to 
Europe. 

“I think it is partly evidence of a spir- 
itual reawakening and partly a feeling 
that peace, even if temporary, is with 
them,” he explained. 

The youthful evangelist said that the 
closer he had gone to the Iron Curtain, 
the less fear of the Russians he had found 
among the people and the greater the 
spiritual hunger. This was especially 
true in Finland and Sweden, he added. 


LEAVE FOR EUROPEAN WORK CAMPS-—The second group of more than 


“They were just like sponges, drinking 
up everything about God. If there was 
freedom in Russia, there would be the 
greatest spiritual revival there in his- 
tory.” 

Dr. Graham said that about one-third 
of the 80,000 Germans who attended his 
June 27 rally in Berlin’s Olympic Sta- 
dium had come from the Russian Zone. 

He said he had asked his audience to 
send in cards if they wanted to receive 
Christ and was astounded when 16,000 
responded. During his three-month stay 
in London, he added, he employed 80 sec- 
retaries to answer 10,000 letters a week 
on spiritual problems. 


Dr. Graham revealed he had lost 20 
pounds overseas. This, he explained, was 
not due to his rigorous schedule but to 
five kidney stone attacks he suffered. 

After giving his observations to gov- 
ernment officials and legislators in Wash- 
ington, he was scheduled to go to Ashe- 
ville, N. C., to learn from his father-in- 
law, Dr. L. Nelson Bell, whether he 


needs an operation. 





100 young people who will serve in church-sponsored work camps in Europe 
and Asia are shown here just before sailing. They come from 29 states and 
75 colleges. In the 33 camps they will work on schools, playgrounds, 
churches, power dams, refugee settlements and other projects for victims 
of war and natural disasters. The camps are sponsored by the youth 
department of the World Council of Churches.—RNS Photo. 


Property Issue Decided 
In Greenville Court 


A Greenville, S. C., court rules that 
even a majority of a congregation cannot 
take the church’s property and take it out 
of the denomination (reported here brief- 
ly last week). 

This decision by Judge E. Inman, 
Master in Equity, ruled that the small 
minority (11) of the McCarter church 
that had remained loyal to the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., was entitled to the 
property instead of the larger group that 
sought to hold it. 

Judge Inman said there can be no 
Presbyterian church without a presbytery 
and the withdrawing group has no con- 
nection with the presbytery. It is an 
independent “congregational type church, 
and is an entirely different church from 
a Presbyterian church.” 

He said the majority group tried to 
show that they: 

“... Withdrew from the denomination 
because of some fancied difference of opin- 
ion on the segregation question. I find 
that this is not the reason they withdrew 
but they withdrew because of the refusal 
of the Enoree Presbytery to further ap- 
prove the retention of Mr. Parris as sup- 
ply preacher. But in any event the court 
is not concerned with why the majority 
withdrew. They have that privilege for 
any reason or for no reason at all. But 
they cannot take the church property with 
them on such withdrawal.” 

Mr. Parris was a member of the faculty 
of Bob Jones University. He served the 
church for two years before the presby- 
tery was ever informed of it. When a 
commission representing the presbytery 
met with the McCarter session, it ap- 
proved Mr. Parris as a temporary supply 
until a Presbyterian pastor could be se- 
cured. It was after this that the with- 
drawal was announced in a communica- 
tion from the church to the presbytery. 

Mr. Parris has now left Bob Jones 
University and will teach in Columbia 
Bible College next year. 

The majority in the McCarter church 
was represented by lawyers including 
Henry E. Davis, Florence, S. C., who led 
an unsuccessful movement in the 1953 
General Assembly to sustain an inde- 
pendent form of government regarding 
church property. 

Anticipating the action by the court, 
Enoree Presbytery named a commission 
that will serve as a session for the Mc- 
Carter church. C. Edward Davis, pastor 
of Third church, Greenville, is chairman. 

Francis Womack, a recent graduate of 
Columbia Seminary, has served as tem- 
porary supply of the church. 








What Do You Think . 


. . . about this (not entirely) hypothetical case? 


A minister returns from the Assembly and finds that his vote on an 


important question has been reported to his elders. 


They meet and tell 


him that since he has voted in opposition to their known position and 
desires, they will give him 90 days in which to seek another pastorate. 


SHOULD HE (check one): 


__1. Beg their pardon and promise henceforth to do as they say? 


Appeal to (x) ___ 


the congregation; 
Seek to move on as quietly as possible? 





presbytery? 


4. Move on, but publicly announce what has happened? 


faseiac tn 


Or .. . (something else) — 





Fill in your opinion or use separate sheet for brief comment and 
return promptly to 


The Presbyterian Outlook « 1 North 6th Street e Richmond 19, Virginia 


Here are some 
early replies... 


“Either #1 or 3 (above). Ii I were 
serving a church and felt that 1 was not 
in harmony with my session on this mat- 
ter—and felt their opinion representative 
of the church—I would either represent 
their views or move on. We already have 
plenty of contention to last, without add- 
ing more.”—Seminary student (1) 


* * * 


“#5: I would ask the elders to meet 
either with me or without (as they de- 
sired)—every Sunday between Sunday 
school and morning worship to pray about 
the matter, seeking God’s will. If, at 
the end of that period they felt I should 
leave, I would be glad to do so.”—.Sem- 
inary student (2). 


> & © 


“The government of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., is representative. If the 
minister did not represent his church 
truly he had no business at the Assembly. 
He has violated the sacred trust and the 
confidence of the church officers and the 
communicants they represent.”"—S. C. 
Minister (1). 


* * * 


“He should stay where he is. ‘The 
session did not call him. He should wait 
until by proper action the congregation 
at a regular called meeting asks presby- 
tery to dissolve the pastoral relations. If 
he behaves like a Christian in doing this, 
quietly but firmly and openly bringing 
out before the congregation and the pres- 
bytery the real situation, much good can 
be done.” —S. C. Minister (2). 


* * * 


“#1 (above) is congregationalist; #2 
is authoritarian; #3 is cowardly; #4 is 
cowardly and vindictive. I suggest as 
#5: Explain to them his reason for vot- 
ing as he did. He should then remind 
the session that he was called by the 


4 


congregation and that the pastoral rela- 
tionship was set up by the presbytery. 
The session has no authority to terminate 
either the call or the relationship. If he 
has the fortitude, he should stick it out 
at least until well after union is decided 
on this accounting. He should appeal to 
presbytery to back the authority by which 
he stays, if it is neecssary to do so,”— 
Seminary student (3). 
* * * 


“If they do not want him to stay, they 
will work to that end, eventually effecting 
their desires. Hence, there is no alter- 
native but to leave. I would reiterate my 
stand, fully unyielding on any basic prin- 
ciple that is right and would vigorously 
state my position publicly, giving copies 
of my statement to the press. I would 
then begin a new crusade elsewhere, 
preaching the truth.”—Lavman. 


e £ 2 


“#3. My main reason for checking 
No. 3 is that the opportunity for real 
leadership and an enlarged usefulness 
and ministry in his church has been so 
greatly impaired and curtailed, in the 
interest of both himself and his church, 
it is the part of wisdom, quietly to seek 
another pastorate. In my judgment, no 
commissioner to the General Assembly 
should accept such appointment when he 
is aware that both his presbytery and his 
church (if a pastor) are positively against 
union and have so expressed themselves.” 

S. C. Minister (3). 


= 2 


“5: Refuse to move and tell his con- 
gregation why. If a minister is asked 
to move because his ministry has not 
produced acceptable results to his people 
that is one thing, but to be asked to move 
because he holds a conviction and is will- 
ing to stand for it, which may be con- 
trary to the opinion of his elders or con- 
gregation, that’s another thing. He 
should stay put and face the issue.”— 
S. C. Minister (4). 


“5: Inform them that in the Presby- 
terian system the session has no respon- 
sibility for the hiring and firing of min- 
isters and their attempted violation of 
church law places them in jeopardy of 
discipline for trying to usurp powers not 
belonging to them but to the congrega- 
tion and presbytery.” S. C. Minister (5). 


* * * 


“5: Smile, and tell them they have no 
authority over him. Continue his work, 
seeking the support of the congregation. 
If they support him, continue on, grad- 
ually eliminating hostile elders by the 
“rotary” system. If necessary, appeal 
to presbytery against the elders. If con- 
gregational support is not forthcoming, 
move on as quickly and quietly as pos- 
sible.” Florida Minister (1). 


Georgia Pastor Is Out 
For Segregation Stand 


CoLtuMBus, Ga. (RNS)—A Baptist 
pastor in this area has been forced to 
resign for voicing anti-segregation views, 
but another has received a vote of con- 
fidence on the same issue. 

Robert Trotman of Lumpkin, Ga., re- 
signed the pastorate of the Bronwood 
Baptist church at the request of the board 
of deacons. He was asked to resign after 
he said in a sermon that the recent U.S. 
Supreme Court decision outlawing racial 
segregation in public schools was “a just 
and right and Christian opinion.” 

A member of the Bronwood church's 
board of deacons said Mr. Trotman was 
asked to resign “for his own good and the 
good of the church.” 

The Bronwood community is in rural 
Terrell County near Columbus, Ga. 

In the second case Henry A. Buchanan, 
pastor of Shellman Baptist church, was 
retained in a 2-1 vote of his congregation. 
About 110 members voted, C. L. Wooten, 
chairman of the board of deacons, re- 
ported. 

Controversy over the Shellman pastor's 
opinions arose after he wrote a publicly 
printed letter in which he said, “The 
unpleasant truth is that the Supreme 
Court has rendered a just decision and 
we must accept it simply because it is 
right.” 


N. Y. Presbyterians 
Oppose Bingo 


Curmnton, N. Y. (RNS)—Moves to 
legalize bingo in New York State were 
opposed by the Presbyterian Synod of 
New York at its annual meeting here. 

The Synod approved a report by its 
social education and action committee 
which said: “The legalization of bingo 
by a neighboring state (New Jersey) 
illustrates the constant pressure upon 
lawmaking bodies for more lenient laws, 
and emphasizes the need for educational 
programs against gambling.” 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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What Do You Really Know 


About Professional Campaign Direction? 


OT long ago, our firm was requested 

to present its recommendations for 
a building fund campaign to a church 
hoard which had decided to erect a new 
sanctuary and needed $150,000 to pay for 
it. After discussing our plan with the 
congregational leaders, there was a long 
delay during which, we were told, the 
board members spent several evenings 
arguing the pros and cons of professional 
direction. 


Just Forget It 

Finally, in some exasperation, one of 
the men who personally was very much 
in favor of professional guidance for the 
campaign announced that he was willing 
to concede the matter to those who op- 
posed it. “I'll not hold out any longer 
for the professionals,” he said. “So let’s 
forget the fund-raising firm and get on 
with our campaigns.” 


“Now first, we'll need to have someone 
who can tell us, on the basis of valid ex- 
perience, how much money our congrega- 
tion can raise. Then we’ll want to know, 
authoritatively, what will be the best tim- 
ing for our compaign and how many vol- 
unteers we should enlist to conduct the 
appeal. Next, and perhaps most impor- 
tant, we’ll want a volunteer right now— 
a man of proven executive ability—to 
agree to give up his business for the next 
six or eight weeks in order to devote him- 
self exclusively to the leadership of this 
campaign which is so important to the 
entire future of our congregation. Then 
too, we’ll need a skilled publicity man who 
can prepare our case for giving in con- 
vincing terms... .” 





And on he went. 

Shortly thereafter, our organization 
was retained to direct this campaign. 

Decisions like this have been made by 
countless churches throughout the coun- 
try. 

In recent years, professional fund-rais- 
ing counsel has been accepted increasing- 
ly by churches, to the point where it now 
enjoys almost as high a reputation with 
churches as it established long ago with 
hospitals, YMCAs colleges and other 
philanthropic institutions. 


Shy at Experienced Help 

But there lingers in the hearts of a 
relatively small and constantly decreas- 
ing number of devout Christians a shy- 
ness about bringing the professional into 
their church building-fund campaign. 
There still are some, despite the impres- 
sive success of hundreds of churches em- 
ploying “outside help” every year, who 


PRESIDENT, Ketchum, Inc., Fund-Raising 
Counsel, Mr. Ketchum is an elder in the 
Sixth United Presbyterian Church, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 


JULY 19, 1954 








By CARLTON G. KETCHUM 


oppose professional direction. 

Most of these churchmen would not 
hesitate for an instant to retain an ex- 
perienced architect to design their new 
church school building. Nor would they 
hesitate to employ a skilled contractor 
to supervise the construction of a new 
sanctuary. 

They would gladly retain experienced 
personnel for almost any other task . . . 
but not for the fund-raising on which so 
many church activities necessarily are 
based. , 

The major reason for this attitude, we 
have found, is the misconception such 
people hold regarding the character of 
the service offered by fund-raising coun- 
selling firms. Perhaps the following 
questions will help you to determine 
whether you are acquainted with the basic 
facts about modern professional direction 
of church building fund campaigns. 

1. Do the professional counselling 

firms direct church building fund 

campaigns for a percentage of the 
amount raised ? 

2. Do they take a commission on 
printing costs and other campaign 
expenses ? 

3. Do they solicit funds themselves ? 


ato 


+. Do they charge for consultation be- 

fore the campaign begins ? 

If you’ve answered YES to any of these 
first four questions, you are not fully 
acquainted with the fund-raising profes- 
sion as it exists today. In every case, the 
correct answer is an emphatic NO. 


Other Questions 


Now try these: 


5. Does the professional firm always 
keep campaign costs within an 
exact budget, stated in advance of 
the campaign? 

6. Do professional directors always 
stress the spiritual side of fund- 
raising, recognizing that the appeal 
for funds must complement the 
program of the church? 

7. Does annual budgetary giving to 
the church budget almost always 
increase after a successful, profes- 
sionally-directed building fund 
campaign ? 

8. Is a strict code of ethics adhered to 
by the leading fund-raising firms ? 

9. Is it true that pledges made in pro- 

fessionally-directed campaigns re- 

sult in 95% to 100% collections 

(thus illustrating that they were not 

made “under pressure”’) ? 





OVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH—This Charlotte, N. C., church, 


which figured prominently in the 1954 Assembly (extending the invita- 
tion for next year’s meeting) employed professional direction in two over- 
subscribed campaigns within three years. In 1949 it raised $1,007,000 
and in 1952 an additional $614,000. Education building is at lower left, 
fellowship building upper left, sanctuary center right. 
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10. Do records prove that profession- 
ally-directed campaigns almost in- 
variably raise more money, more 
quickly and more smoothly, than 
umateur-managed appeals? 

11. Is it true that the cost of skilled 
professional direction, in a congre- 
gational campaign for $100,000 or 
more, varies from two to never 
more than four per cent of the ob- 
jective? 

If you’ve answered questions 5 through 
11 in the affirmative, you are aware of 
some of the important facts of modern 
fund-raising practice. The answer is 
YES in each case. 


A Sound Reason 

Actually, there is a very sound reason 
for the professional’s adherence to high 
ethical practices. Discounting for a mo- 
ment the fact that the top firms will never 
assign to direct a church campaign any- 
one who is not himself an active, prac- 
ticing Christian, and discounting also 
the strict Code of Ethics which governs 
the member firms of the American Asso- 
ciation of Fund-Raising Counsel,* the 
firms which have remained in this pro- 
fession very long know that good ethics 
is good business. 

*Members are: Aderton-Johnson Asso- 
ciates, Harrisburg, Pa.; American City 
Bureau, Chicago, Illk.; Beaver Associates, 
Inc., Chicago, Ill.; Reuel Estill & Co., Inc., 
New York, N. Y.; Charles W. Gamble & 
Associates, East Orange, N. J.; John Price 
Jones Co., Inc., New York, N. Y.; Kersting, 
Brown & Co., Inc., New York, N. Y-.; 
Ketchum, Inc., Pittsburgh, Pa.; Marts & 
Lundy, Inc., New York, N. Y.; Pierce, 
Hedrick and Sherwood, Inc., New York, 
N. Y.; Tamblyn and Brown, Inc., New 
York, N. Y.: Ward, Wells, Dreshman & 
Reinhardt, New York, N. Y.; Will, Folsom 
and Smith, Inc., New York, N. Y. 


@ Eyes around the world will be 
focused this month on Princeton 


They want to be called back to today’s 
client when it decides in future years to 
raise additional funds. They want to be 
invited to serve other institutions in the 
same community. They want to be asked 
to help other churches in the same de- 
nomination. To bring to the church cam- 
paign anything short of a Christian atti- 
tude toward the job at hand, to manage 
a campaign without regard for the dig- 
nity and spiritual significance of the 
church, is professional suicide. 

But there are other, stronger, consid- 
erations. Church fund-raising cannot 
succeed without a strong spiritual motiva- 
tion. Such spiritual motivation can be 
aroused only by a director whose heart 
is completely in his work, who believes 
sincerely that he is making a real con- 
tribution to society and to the advance- 
ment of God’s Kingdom. A man without 
such conviction does not last long in a 
business which requires almost continued 
absence from his own home and friends 
in order to help churches in other com- 
munities raise the money they need to 
build for the future. 

The occasional skeptic is usually sur- 
prised at the number of ex-ministers, and 
practicing elders, deacons and Sunday 
school teachers, in the fund-raising pro- 
fession. 


Results Are Impressive 


There is another very significant fact 
about professional direction. It works. 

If it hadn’t proved outstandingly suc- 
cessful, the big firms would have gone 
out of existence long ago. And this only 
stands to reason in today’s specialized 
economy. Very few congregations have 
in their membership men who are de- 
voting their lives to the fund-raising pro- 


fession, who have seen and solved almost 
every conceivable fund-raising problem. 
The most talented lawyer or doctor or 
accountant may know almost nothing 
about the elements of a good fund-raising 
campaign, or about the proper training 
of those congregational leaders who vol- 
unteer to ask their fellow-members for 
pledges. Even if they have had this ex- 
perience, virtually no laymen can afford 
the time to handle the innumerable dav- 
to-day activities involved in every major 
campaign. 

A church seeking a large building fund 
needs expert advice from the very begin- 
ning. What is the fund-raising potential 
of the congregation? Is the objective 
reasonable? How many volunteer work- 
ers should be enlisted to conduct the cam- 
paign? How should these workers be 
organized and trained to do their jobs 
most effectively? What kind of leader- 
ship is required? What about tax deduc- 
tions, gifts of real estate and securities ? 
What’s the effective timing? Can any 
money be expected from outside the con- 
gregation? What is the most effective 
system for recording pledges and follow- 
ing up collections ? 


Questions like these are answered ever\ 
day by the professional, who is paid to be 
right. And his contribution goes much 
further than that. He “generals” the 
entire campaign, inspiring the enthusiasm 
without which no appeal can succeed, and 
keeping his hand on every detail neces- 
sary for ultimate success. 

The vitality of the fund-raising pro- 
fession today is the result of years of 
competent, ethical, Christian guidance, 
provided by the leading firms to the ever- 
building churches of America. 


THE WORLD PRESBYTERIAN ALLIANCE 


HERE will be three church meetings 

with world-wide representation in 
the United States in July and August of 
this year. The first in point of time and 
interest for Southern Presbyterians is the 
Seventeenth General Council of the 
World Presbyterian Alliance, which will 
convene in Princeton, New Jersey, on 
July 27 and continue until August 5. 

Next in interest for us is the August 15 
session of the World Council of Churches 
in Evanston, Illinois, to last throughout 
the remainder of the month. 

In between these two comes the An- 
glican World Congress, which will meet 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota. This latter 
one, incidentally, is the first meeting ever 
to be held of the world organization of 
ELDER in the Shandon church, Columbia, 
S. C.; teacher of the Bible class, Dr. Fitz- 


Gerald is a professor in the University of 
South Carolina 
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By THOMAS A. FITZGERALD 


the Anglican family of communions 
(unless the Lambeth Conference of 
bishops in 1869 can be considered an 
association of churches). They have 
lagged three-quarters of a century behind 
us Presbyterians in this respect. 


Theme: Witness 


Already one sees occasional references 
to this meeting of Presbyterians in the 
newspapers, and perhaps Southern Pres- 
byterians would like to have more in- 
formation about it than most of them 
have ready access to. Just as the other 
assemblies have a main theme for their 
meetings, so has the Council of Presby- 
terians. This year it is: The Witness 
of the Reformed Churches in the World 


Today. This is perhaps not likely to 
prove so controversial as the one selected 
by the World Council is already giving 
promise of being: Christ, the Hope of 
the World. (See Time, June 28, 1954, 
p. 65.) 


The official name of our organization 
is “The Alliance of the Reformed 
Churches Throughout the World Hold- 
ing the Presbyterian System.” ‘There are 
two important words in that name, but 
it is a rather unwieldly name and is often 
shortened. Shortening requires leaving 
out something, and the form used in 
English has left out the word “Reform- 
ed.” This is true also of the Italian 
shortened form, but the French and Ger- 
man leave out “Presbyterian,” calling it 
the “World Reformed Alliance” in their 
respective languages. All members, how- 
ever, are Reformed in doctrine and Pres- 
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byterian in polity. Three official lan- 
guages will be used at Princeton: French, 
German, and English. 


Presbyterians Are Ecumenical 


There are something like a hundred 
separate autonomous Christian commu- 
nions in the world which by history, be- 
liefs, and government belong to the fam- 
ily of churches which the World Council 
calls the “Reformed” family, to distin- 
guish them (for convenience—not divi- 
siveness) from such other families as the 
Methodists, Baptists, Anglicans, and so 
on. Incidentally, the number of member 
groups of the Reformed family which 
have taken membership in the World 
Council of Churches more than doubles 
the number from any of the other fam- 
ilies. This must indicate an attitude 
toward ecumenicity. 


At the present time, sixty-five of these 
Reformed bodies hold membership in the 
World Presbyterian Alliance. Their 
names vary. About a third of them bear 
the name ‘‘Presbyterian”; approximately 
an equal number are called “Reformed” 
churches, while a few bear both names, 
such as our own Associate Reformed 
Presbyterians. Some call themselves 
“Evangelicals,” with or without one of 
the other names added. About fifteen 
cannot be identified from their names, 
such as the “Church of Scotland” and the 
“Church of Christ” in some parts of 
Asia. We are familiar with both of the 
common names in this country, as they 
are in Africa, but outside the British 
Isles, the name “Presbyterian” is hardly 
used in Europe, and “Reformed” is rare 
in Asia, Australasia, and Latin America. 


Of the eleven communions in the 
United States which bear the Presbyterian 
name, only four belong to the Alliance: 
the three largest, which are now seeking 
a closer union with one another, and the 
smaller Associate Reformed Presbyte- 
rians. 


One may wonder why more of them 
do not become members of the Alliance. 
Financial obligations of membership 
have not been published where this writer 
could see them; it is possible they may 
keep some small groups out, but small 
groups in other countries belong on those 
terms. 

A more likely reason is the danger of 
ecumenicity, or any sort of “entangling 
alliances.” It might be supposed that 
even those denominations which shy away 
from the National Council of Churches 
would be willing to ally themselves with 
fellow-Presbyterians, even if they are 
unwilling to “join” them—but seven do 
not do so. 


Doctrinal Requirements 

Perhaps some groups find the doctrinal 
requirements too “loose,” but it should 
be observed that the conservative United 
Presbyterians and Associate Reformed 
Presbyterians do not. Those require- 


JULY 19, 1954 


ments are : (1) acceptance of Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior, (2) acknowl- 
edgement of the Bible as the supreme 
authority in matters of faith and life, 
(3) ‘a doctrinal position in harmony 
with the consensus of the Reformed Con- 
fessions,” and (4) a “polity in accord 
with the Presbyterian system.” These 
requirements do not exclude Reformed 
bodies within a united church or an in- 
terdenominational association of churches. 
The Alliance publishes a quarterly 
journal (mostly in English) called The 
Presbyterian World. The March issue 
of this year gives a list of all the member 
churches and makes a guarded estimate 
of the total number of constituents (mem- 
bers plus families). They arrive at the 
figure of something over 42,000,000, 
which places Presbyterians (by this def- 
inition) in second place among the Prot- 
estant families of the world. Only the 
Lutherans have a larger constituency, but 
neither they nor the third-place Metho- 
dists are so widely spread over the world. 
Including figures for the Presbyterian 
bodies that are not in the Alliance would 
probably not increase the total number of 
Presbyterians so much as one would 
think, for they are mainly small groups. 
For example, in this country alone the 
seven outside the Alliance have only 
about four per cent of the membership of 
the four that are in the organization. 


Oldest Group 


The World Presbyterian Alliance was 
formed in 1875, being the oldest of the 
world organizations which have been set 
up by most of the families of churches. 
The plan was to have a meeting of the 
General Council every three years, but 
it has been impossible to hold to that 
plan in the troubled times of the past 
generation. It has now been six years 
since the last meeting, which was held 
in Geneva in 1948, and the time lapse 
between that and the previous one was 
eleven years. 

Even three-year meetings are too far 
apart to keep an organization interested 
and active, and provisions were made at 
the beginning for a Western Section and 
an Eastern Section in order that repre- 
sentatives could come together oftener 
and more conveniently. Seventy-five 
years ago the Western Section was 
thought of as covering the United States 
and Canada, and the Eastern Section, 
the British Isles and the Western part 
of the European continent. But such an 
arrangement, owing to the wide spread of 
Presbyterianism, no longer provides the 
convenience necessary for frequent or sat- 
isfactory regional meetings, and the 
Council at Princeton will consider a fur- 
ther division of the territory covered by 
member churches. The Western Section 
meets every vear, in February. 


Princeton Schedule for Presbyterian 
Quadrennial Gathering Is Announced 


Presbyterians from around the world 
are focusing their attention on Prince- 
ton, N. J., for the 17th General Assembly 
of the World Presbyterian Alliance July 
27-Aug. 5. 

There for ten days 400 appointed rep- 
resentatives of 65 Presbyterian and Re- 
formed bodies will discuss various aspects 
of “The Witness of the Reformed 
Churches in the World Today.” 


Speakers on this theme include: John 
A. Mackay, Princeton; J. L. Hromadka, 
Prague, Czechoslovakia; Henry P. Van 
Dusen, New York; T. E. Torrance, Edin- 
burgh; D. Wilhelm Nielsel, Rheinland, 
Germany; and W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, 
Geneva. 


The daily schedule will ordinarily fol- 
low this pattern: 

8:00 a.m., Bible Hour: Max Dominice, 
Geneva, Switzerland: Theo. M. Taylor, 
Pittsburgh. 

9:00, Plenary sessions. 

12:45, Lunch. 

2:30, Section and committee meetings. 

4:00, Tea, followed by resumption of 
meetings. 

8:00, Evening meetings: inspirational, 
social, business. 

9:45, Evening prayers. 

There are five sub-themes. with area 
preliminary study on each. Speakers on 
these themes are as follows: 


I. “The Reformed Churches and the 
Ecumenical Movement”—Henry D’Es- 
pine, Geneva; John Newton Thomas, 
Richmond, Va.; John Baillie, Edinburgh. 

II. “Outreach of the Church” (evan- 
gelism, missions, education, culture)— 
Jas. A. Jones, Charlotte, N. C.; A. A. 
Scott, Toronto; Kenneth Yohan Masih, 
Mhow, India; Charles T. Leber, New 
York. 

III. “The Several Ministries of the 
Church”—Paul Calvin Payne, Philadel- 
phia; Egbert Emmen, Driebergen, Neth- 
erlands; Madeleine Barot, Geneva; Jean 
Fraser, Geneva. 

IV. “The Church's Freedom and Re- 
sponsibility in Relation to the State and 
Society’—James I. McCord, Austin, 
Texas; Robert Steiner, Wuppertal-Bar- 
man, Germany; E. E. Long, Toronto; 
Eugene Carson Blake, Philadelphia. 

V. “Renewal of the Church’s Inner 
Life—Personal and Corporate’”—C. E. J. 
Cragg, Kingston, Ontario; John Peter, 
Debrecen, Hungarv; A. C. Watson, Vic- 
toria, Australia. 

Noonday (20 minute) speakers in- 
clude: A. Thakur Das, Lahore, Pakis- 
tan; Harrison Ray Anderson, Chicago; 
Enrique C. Sobrepena, Manila; Lady C. 
M. van Asch van Wijck, Zeist, Nether- 
lands; Benjamin Moreas, Rio de Janeiro. 
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EDITORIAL 


No Time to Fiddle 

What is underway in Anderson, S. C., 
and Raleigh, N. C., is something that 
ought to be done throughout the South. 

Since the Supreme Court decision ban- 
ning segregation in public schools was 
announced in May, we have seen groups, 
made up, for the most part, of political 
leaders, meeting on various levels to talk 
about what should or could be done. 
Sometimes discussions have been prin- 
cipally about what can be done to evade 
the ruling. 

What we have seldom seen has been 
uny gathering of strong Christian leader- 
ship from over a state, or from a city’s 
total population, to look squarely at this 
decision and all its implications. 

It would seem that Councils of 
Churches or other representative bodies 
would do well to encourage such meetings, 
made up of the strongest Christian lead- 
ership of the area. If something like this 
is not done, then politicians or pressure 
groups are going to step into the leader- 
ship and the end may be disappointing. 

Therefore, it is good to see the minis- 
ters of Anderson, S. C., leading in the 
formation of a Christian Council of 
Human Relations to deal with this speci- 
fic project. 

In addition, Edwin McNeill Poteat, 
prominent Baptist leader, is asking the 
Raleigh city council to appoint a citizens 
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committee to deal with this question. This 
committee, made up of Negro and white 
leaders, should have on it, he says, per- 
sons “who have no axes to grind po- 
litically, economically or socially.” 

While the political groups are, for the 
most part, out in front in trying to steer 
this issue to suit their purposes, it is not 
too late for the sort of leadership speci- 
fied above to move into the picture, repre- 
senting the total community or area in- 
terests. 


The Property Issue 

The recent Greenville, S. C., court 
decision. upholding the members of a 
congregation who remain loyal to the de- 
nomination, brings no surprise with it. 
This is clearly in line with the court de- 
cisions of the past on all levels, sustaining 
the presbytery. 

Crucial question is this: Who is the 
church? The group that is recognized by 
the presbytery is the church and is there- 
fore entitled to the property. This was 
the basis on which the decision was made. 

It is only in this way, clearly illus- 
trated in the Greenville situation, that 
a presbytery or a denomination can pro- 
tect itself from the influence of some min- 
ister or group that may come in and seek 
to alienate a congregation, withdrawing it 
from its denomination. That this would 
ever happen is almost unbelievable—but 
multiplied instances show that it does. 

According to the testimony, the Mc- 
Carter people had been told that our 
church is unsound, not to be trusted, that 
it has given up its faith and a lot of such 
nonsense. In such cases, seeds of sus- 
picion are planted, denominational lit- 
erature is banned, foreign hymnals are 
imported, the church’s conferences and 
colleges are attacked and undermined, 
strange missionary undertakings are sup- 
ported to the neglect of the denomina- 
tional benevolence program. 

How much of this was done at Mc- 
Carter we do not know, but it is the 
usual pattern. When this happens, the 
sense in our system of Presbyterian gov- 
ernment becomes more than ever appar- 
ent. 

Although such decisions are not need- 
ed to clarify our procedure, it is good 
that the Greenville court made its word 
so plain as not to be misunderstood. 


“Martin Luther” & 
Communism 

In these days of hysterical charges, we 
have seen nothing to surpass this one. 

In their great concern about the im- 
pact of the Martin Luther film, Roman 
Catholic groups have been hard-pressed 
to meet the implications of this picture. 
They have, in some cases, bought page 
advertisements in daily papers to reply 
to it. But still the film goes along, mark- 
ing up high attendance records and win- 
ning the praise of critics. 


But Communism is now dragged into 
the spotlight. Would you believe it? 
That is exactly what a Roman Catholic 
writer in official Roman Catholic news- 
papers tells you. 

This is the quotation: “If conceived 
by Communists as an attack against the 
church which is now, as always, the 
world’s greatest single force against the 
anti-Christ, the film could not have been 
more subtly nor characteristically ren- 
dered.” 

“Proof” is actually brought forward 
in this way. Allan Sloane, who is sup- 
posed to have helped write the story, 
voluntarily went before the House Un- 
American Activities Committee as a 
friendly witness in January and admitted 
he had been a dues-paying member of 
the Communist Party from early 1943 
to the latter part of 1944 and “even after 
that took part in various Commie-front 
activities,” says the Roman Catholic 
writer. 

Now, he demands, when did Allan 
Sloane finally stop working for the Com- 
munist cause? Specifically, had Allan 
Sloane ‘“‘given up pro-Communist activi- 
ties when he wrote the Martin Luther 
screenplay, presumably around 1952- 
53"? 

“It is palpable that the vicious attack 
which Martin Luther developed against 
the Catholic Church was just what the 
Kremlin might order.” 

William Mooring, who wrote the Ro- 
man Catholic piece reported here, had 
better start farther back in history, be- 
cause the Martin Luther picture had 
nothing in it that unbiased history books 
for hundreds of years have not recorded. 
He would doubtless have an ingenious 
explanation of that remarkable fact. 





In Passing 


FUNDAMENTALIST opponents of 

“regular” Presbyterians, whose ideas 
appear in a publication distributed with- 
out cost to many ministers and elders of 
our church, reveal a strange lack of logic. 
These so-called “Bible” Presbyterians in 
i May issue publish, without permission 
(they never obtain permission to repro- 
duce material, sometimes even copy- 
righted material), our tabulated poll 
on reunion. Comments were that this 
showed the impossibility of union being 
achieved. A few weeks later, however, 
in a strange about-face, they published 
an appeal to our people, in view of the 
threat of union, to come and join their 
church. 











x * x 
INTERESTING fact is that these 
“Bible” Presbyterians are not very 
happy about what it calls the “‘conserva- 
tive groups” in our church. The fact 
that these groups remain in our “‘apos- 
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A MAN AND HIMSELF 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 
—Matthew 22:39. 


= said: “Love thy neighbor as 
thyself.” Was he talking nonsense ? 
If it is wrong and sinful to love oneself, 
if it is even impossible, as some distin- 
vuished theologians have tried to make 
yuut, then Jesus was not talking sense. 
Love thyself last” is high advice; “Love 
thyself not at all’ is fatal. 

Yet it is not every man that can safely 
love his neighbor as himself. A man who 
deals falsely with himself will not deal 
truly with his neighbors. A man’s rela- 
tions are the measure of his character; 
closest and most elementary of all are his 
relations with himself. As Bishop Butler 
observed, men do not, as a rule, look out 
for themselves steadily or wisely enough. 

Man is that curious creature who can 
be conscious of himself. In theological 
language, man is self-trancendent. Man 
can watch himself in action, think about 
his thoughts, be pained or elated at his 
feelings, judge his own intentions. Chil- 
dren and fools, perhaps not; and there 
are people wearing size 40 belts who are 
still childish fools. Maturity is measured 
by the degree to which a man can be 
aware of himself and can sit in judgment 
on his acts. The duality of man can be 
spoken of in terms of the transcendental 
and the empirical self, or the observing 
and the observed selves, or simply the I 
and the Me. But it does not have to be 
certified or even named by psychologists. 

Anyone who has ever said to himself, 
Why am I doing or saying this?—any 
man who has felt proud or ashamed of 
himself, any man who compares himself 
with other men, or to them, any man who 
is aware of two (or more!) natures 
struggling within him—any such man 
knows what it is to be related to himself. 


OW shall a Christian man treat 
himself? His relation with himself 
should certainly be candid, courteous, 
concerned and comprehensive. Candid, 
first of all. If a man will not look at 
himself squarely or will not admit what 


tate” church is clear indication to the 
“Bible” group that something is wrong 
even with the ‘‘conservatives.” Indeed, 
when you come right down to it, under 
a fourth-degree separation principle, they 
have a lonesome company left. 
es 8 

FOLLOWING the usual strategy, the 

high-sounding “International” Coun- 
cil of Christian Churches (made up of 
fundamentalist groups) has arranged its 
meeting in Philadelphia just prior to 
Evanston, to try to get some unearned 
publicity for itself as the great defenders 
of the faith. 
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he sees, if he invents stories about him- 
self and what he thought and why he 
thought it; if he reads into the record 
motives and even words or acts which 
were not there; if he in amy way re- 
touches the picture of himself which he 
knows very well, or insists on never look- 
ing at his real picture but only at some 
made-up portrait painted by a dishonest 
hand, then he can never love himself as 
God intended. 

*—As thyself,” Jesus said. If a man 
never looks at his real self, what he loves 
is a doll, an idol, a spectre from a fairy- 
tale, no real person at all. 

Next, a man must treat himself with 
courtesy. That is, he must have self- 
respect. He must never think of himself 
as a mere animal, no matter how clever. 
He must not value himself in terms of 
the few cents’ worth of stuff from the 
earth’s crust that now makes up his body. 
He must not think of himself as only 
what he sees in the mirror or weighs on 
the scales. The least a man can do is 
to respect his humanity as something rare 
in the universe, and indeed, for aught 
he knows, unique. 

A Christian will, of course, go much 
further than this. He will remember al- 
ways that he was made in the image of 
God; he will know himself as one for 
whom, even while he was yet a sinner, 
Christ died. 

If he is a Presbyterian he can press 
the thought further still, and believe that 
the cosmic miracle of the Incarnation 
does not operate in reverse, that the Son 
of God took our flesh but never shook it 
off; that he himself, like every man liv- 
ing or dead, high or humble, shares the 
same human nature which now and for- 
ever is inseparably and indissolubly join- 
ed to the very being of God himself. 


IEWING himself and treating him- 

self so, with candor and with cour- 
tesy, a man’s relation with himself will 
be one of concern. ‘I don’t care what 
becomes of me” is no Christian song. A 
man who disregards distortion or deform- 
itv or even destruction of his true self, 
will be no wise friend to other men. We 
can push John’s classic question a step 
farther: If a man love not the self which 
he knows from within, how can he love 
other selves whom he has seen only from 
without ? 

Concern is not conceit, it is not self- 
ishness. True concern for one’s child, 
for example, does not consist in wanting 
that child to have more than his share, 
nor to escape everything that would 
toughen his fiber. True concern for one’s 
self is quite a different thing from lazi- 
ness or selfishness or “inordinate desire” 
in any form. 

A man concerned for himself will want 


himself to be the best possible person, to 
do the best possible work, to have the 
best possible friends and to meet the 
noblest possible destiny. 

For an illumined Christian, what can 
this self-concern mean if not to desire 
that his true self shall become like the 
true Christ, shall do the will of God in 
all things, have Christ for his nearest 
friend and find his destiny in the joy and 
the glory of God forever ? 

For a man’s relation with himself must 
be comprehensive. A man who sees him- 
self only in today’s light sees himself 
falsely. A man who thinks of himself 
only as a creature here today and gone 
tomorrow, a creature of few years, always 
obscure and soon forgotten—a man who 
sees himself only by the faint glimmer 
from the fly-specked bulbs of earth’s 
cheapest lights—such a man’s self-con- 
cern will be trifling and tragic. But if a 
man sees himself as his God sees him, a 
creature of two worlds, with eternity in 
his heart and glory in his destiny, a crea- 
ture which, as it has borne the image of 
the earthy, so also can bear the image of 
the heavenly, one whose heart can be a 
home for God and whose own home is in 
the heart of God—then his concern for 
himself will be such that God can safely 
say to him, Love thy neighbor as thyself. 


At Half-Year Receipts 


Stand at About 25% 

Except for World Missions, reported 
benevolences at Assembly agency head- 
quarters show between 20% and 25% 
of the annual budget—considered about 
normal, since large sums come in at the 
close of the year. Leaders seek to remind 
local treasurers that holding funds un- 
duly causes interest to be paid on bor- 
rowed money, necessary for current ob- 
ligations. Agencies report as follows, 
with the percentage showing what pro- 
portion of the vear’s budget has been re- 
ceived : 

Annuities and Relief (Atlanta) $99,121; 
22% of year’s budget. 

Christian Education (Richmond) $104,- 
980; 21%. 

Church Extension (Atlanta) $271,974; 
22%. 

: Fund (Atlanta) $156,487; 22%; 
Interchurch agencies. $5,380; 24%. 


World Missions (Nashville) $1,150,068; 
40%. 
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ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here from a recorded radio-telephone panel are 
John Newton Thomas and James E. Bear, both of the faculty of 
Union Seminary, Va. 


PRE-CHRISTIAN BELIEVERS 


Did people who believed in God 
before the coming of Christ enter eter- 
nal rest, or Heaven, as we believe in 
it todav? 


had faith in God before the coming of 
Christ go to Heaven as we believe in it 
today.” My own opinion is that they 
did. I base that primarily on the Scrip- 
ture. For instance, in Romans the fourth 
chapter, we read that Abraham believed 
God or had faith in God and that it was 
reckoned unto him for righteousness— 
that is to say, he went to Heaven because 
of the faith that he had. If this was true 
for Abraham it would be true for others 
in the Old Testament. I believe it is true 
that Christians as a whole believe that 
the atoning work of Christ, the work of 
Christ on the cross, his sacrificial death 
for man, was not only for those who lived 


[HoMAsS: I suppose the person wh« 
asks this question means by the expres- 
sion, believe in God, to put one’s faith 
in God, to trust in God. It is of course 
possible to believe in God as a simple 
matter of fact, that is, to accept intellec- 
tually the fact of his existence. That is 
not what is meant by faith, I believe, in 
the Scripture. So I shall interpret the 
question as meaning “‘did people who 


Here’s how some churches show 
interest in and help their young people: 


Sample orders: Tacoma, Wash., 20 
Fayetteville, N. C., 100 
Rock Island, Ill., 65 
Pittsburgh, Pa., 100 
Ridgewood, N. J., 100 
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Charlotte, N. C., 100 


Dallas, Texas, 100 
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Jackson, Miss., 20 
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Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., 30 


Alliance, Ohio, 

50 copies 
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But one girl wrote: “My home church in uninterested in young 


people my age. It does not offer advice on choosing a college.” 
Does yours? 


For All Your Young People (in High School and College) 
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in his day and those who live today, and 
shall live days to come, but likewise for 
those who walked in the light they had 
before his advent. 


JOHN’S GOSPEL 


Iho wrote the Gospel of John? The 
questioner says that one verse in the 
Gospel of John says that the Apostle 
John himself wrote this Gospel. 


Bear: The one who asked this ques- 
tion probably has in mind the statement 
made in John 21:24, which states, “This 
is the disciple that beareth witness of 
these things and wrote these things.” 
“This disciple” would be the one spoken 
of in John 21:20: “The disciple whom 
Jesus loved . . . who also leaned back on 
his breast at the supper.” This carries 
us back to John 13:23, where the beloved 
disciple asks Jesus who it was who would 
betray him. From very early times it 
has been thought that ‘tthe Beloved Dis- 
ciple’ was the Apostle John, but I do not 
believe vou will find the identification 
made anywhere in the Gospel of John, 
or that any author is definitely named. 
As I have said, the identification of the 
beloved disciple with the Apostle John 
rests only on ancient tradition, which may 
or may not be correct. Through the cen- 
turies many have thought that the Gos- 
pel was the work of the Apostle. Others, 
because the style of Jesus’ discourses in 
John differs from the style of his teach- 
ing in the other Gospels, have felt that 
it was probably not written by John. The 
Gospel itself does not settle the question 
as to who the “beloved disciple” was. 


Citizens’ Committee 
To Implement Decision 


RALEIGH, N. C. (RNS)—The City 
Council here has been asked by a lead- 
ing Baptist minister to appoint a citizens 
committee, made up of both Negroes and 
white people in a ratio equal to that of 
the races in the city, to ‘“‘survey the ways 
in which we can respond to the Supreme 
Court’s decision on segregation.” 

Edwin McNeill Poteat, pastor of the 
Pullen Memorial Baptist church, warned 
that if Raleigh adopts a ‘“‘wait-and-see 
attitude,” the community will risk action 
from extremist organizations.” 

“You will remember that extremists 
of secession and of abolition threw us into 
a civil war,” he told the council. ‘‘We 
should form ground work to act as a 
cushion to prevent any precipitate ac- 
tion.” 

Dr. Poteat asserted that Raleigh ‘‘is 
singularly blessed with good leadership 
in both races,” and urged that the citi- 
zens committee be composed of a respon- 
sible group of persons ‘“‘who have no axes 
to grind politically, economically or so- 
cially.” 

The Council said it would act on the 
minister’s suggestion at its next meeting. 
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CHURCH NEWS 








Synod Is Grateful to 
Na-Co-Me Developers 


Fifteen years after the Synod of Ten- 
nessee authorized purchase of the Na- 
Co-Me conference center, it returned there 
for its regular meeting—last month. This 
center has developed to such an extent 
that 17 other conferences or meetings will 
be held there this summer. 

The directors of Na-Co-Me and par- 
ticularly the president, Mrs. Andrew 
Dale, were heartily praised by the svnod 
for their achievements. 

John L. Wellford, Memphis layman, 
was named Moderator, succeeding Albert 
E. Dimmock. As a valued member of 
Assembly and Synod Councils and active 
on all levels in benevolence promotion, 
he was a fitting choice. Moderator-nom- 
inee for next year at Southwestern is 
Edwin W. Albright. Nashville pastor. 
Negroes and Conferences 

Synod’s Council was given authority 
to act on requests of committees in ad- 
mitting adult Negroes to Na-Co-Me con- 
ferences. 

Ministers of all branches of the Pres- 
byterian Church in Tennessee will be 
invited to the Sept. 1-3 Na-Co-Me Chris- 
tian Relations meeting to study the “Re- 
formed Faith and Social Responsibility.” 

An able committee was named to lead 
the financial campaign for Southwestern 
at Memphis and Louisville Seminary. 
The total benevolence budget was in- 
creased by 15 per cent. It was reported 
that Tennessee led all synods last year 
in per capita gifts to benevolences and to 
Assembly causes and that it ranked sec- 
ond in total per capita gifts to all causes. 

The evangelism record for the past 
year, however, showed Tennessee trailing 
all the synods, but good results were re- 
ported from the spring efforts when there 
was an exchange of pastors between Mid- 
dle and West Tennessee. Next year’s 
plan, with an exchange of ministers be- 
tween Kentucky and Tennessee, was en- 
dorsed with enthusiasm. 

The Synod’s Council reported that a 
committee is studying the feasibility of 
having a home for ‘‘older adults.” 


Speakers Are Heard 


Speakers included R. Paul Caudill, 
First Baptist pastor of Memphis, on ‘The 
Life and Task of the Church Around the 
World”; and Charles E. S. Kraemer, of 
the Assembly’s Training School, on the 
same subject. President Oliver C. Car- 
michael of the University of Alabama 
challenged the synod to support church- 
related colleges as basic to the preserva- 
tion and enrichment of the ideals and in- 
stitutions of free people. In the course 
of his address he paid high tribute to 
Southwestern at Memphis. 
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Segregation Study 
Voted by Appalachia 


The action in Appalachia Synod, fol- 
lowing General Assembly recommenda- 
tions looking toward non-segregation, re- 
sulted in two studies during the coming 
vear. One of these will deal with the 
issue in relation to King College only. 
The other will look at the whole field 
as recommended by the Assembly. 


Since Appalachia has no Christian Re- 
lations committee this issue was brought 
up on the floor of synod in a resolution. 

King is the only college supported by 
the synod. One Negro is reported to 
have applied for admission since the re- 
cent ruling was made by the Assembly. 

King’s President R. T. L. Liston was 
succeeded as Moderator by Ferguson 
Wood, pastor of the First church, John- 
son City. 

Wholehearted steps were taken in co- 
operation with the Assembly’s evange- 
lism program with an exchange scheduled 
with West Virginia ministers for next 
spring. 

In this program churches are asked to 
select the preachers they wish to invite 
from West Virginia before October 15. 
After that time it is proposed that min- 
isters will be assigned to churches that 
have made no other arrangements. 

The radio committee, of which George 
Webb, Knoxville pastor, is chairman, was 
well received as it asked synod to provide 
$1,500 for a Jan. 2-April 3 once-a-week 
series. Ben L. Rose, Bristol pastor, is 


to be the weekly preacher on a 15-minute 
program. Nine stations within the sy- 
nod’s bounds have already agree to carry 
the series without charge and five more 
are expected to participate. The $1,500 
cost is apportioned to the presbyteries. 

A retreat for ministers of the synod is 
planned for next January, with commit- 
tees on Christian education, evangelism 
and stewardship cooperating in the plan- 
ning. 

Appalachia dropped to fourth place in 
Assembly rating of the synods in giving 
in proportion to amounts asked for As- 
sembly’s causes. The year before it 
ranked third. For next year the full 
amount of $385,454 was accepted. Under 
synod causes King College is placed in 
the budget for $77,000 and Louisville 
and Union Seminaries for $16,500 each. 

Official action was taken endorsing the 
Forward With Christ program. 


Goldsboro Elders Oppose 
General Assembly Actions 


Elders in the First church, Goldsboro, 
N. C., took the initiative on an early July 
evening and voted 8-0, with two absten- 
tions, against Presbyterian reunion, and 
10-0 opposing the abolition of segrega- 
tion. 

In both instances the minister, James 
M. McChesney, Jr., voted in opposition 
to his elders and had his vote recorded. 

On the first vote, two elders did not 
vote, and one withdrew from the meeting 
before either action was taken. Four 
elders were absent during the entire time. 





ing dates: 
many), Calhoun (USA). 
Wedel (USA). 


anon), Dagadu (Gold Coast). 


Kraemer (Netherlands). 


(West Indies). 
(India). 


Berggrav (Norway). 





Tickets for Evanston... 


A limited number of tickets to the plenary sessions of the World 
Council of Churches are available at cost ($10 per set) for the follow- 


Sunday, Aug. 15, 2 p.m., Speakers: Newbigin (India), Schlink (Ger- 

Monday, Aug. 16, 8 p.m., Hoekendijk (Holland), Niles (India), 

Tuesday, Aug. 17, 8 p.m., Tomkins (England), Nygren (Sweden), 
Devadutt (India), Florovsky (USA). 

Wednesday, Aug. 18, 8 p.m., Patijn (Netherlands), Malik (Leb- 


Friday, Aug. 20, 8 p.m., Nolde (USA), Leimena (Indonesia). 
Saturday, Aug. 21, 10 a.m., Mays (USA), Marias, Miller (USA), 


Sunday, Aug. 22, 8 p.m., Mackie (Scotland), Rees (Wales). 
Monday, Aug. 23, 8 p.m., Van Dusen (USA), Barot (France), Potter 


Tuesday, Aug. 24, 8 p.m., Manikam (India), Ranson (USA), Ray 
Friday, Aug. 27, 8 p.m., Karefa-Smart (Nigeria), Michael (USA), 


Sunday, Aug. 29, 4:30 p.m., Niebuhr (USA), Dibelius (Germany). 
Orders will be filled as received. 
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@ From the Assembly's debate on a 


much-discussed topic in the church 


Young P 


T IS not possible, I think, for any of 

us on either side of this significant 
question to express what is in our minds. 
I want only to express to you in all sin- 
cerity what is on my heart. I do not 
mean thereby to impeach the reality or 
the sincerity of the deeply-felt feelings 
of those who are opposed to the union of 
the Presbyterian Churches. 

One thing has not been mentioned. Not 
very long ago the representatives of the 
young people of the three churches sat 
together. They requested that they be 
allowed to go out by themselves, with no 
“adult” present, with none of the fathers 
of the churches and none of the grand 
fathers. They were not talking about 
1923 or 1936. They talked about 1953 
and looked to 1983, when most of us have 
gone to that place where the church is 
united. These young people came back 
and said, ‘“The youth of the church want 
the church to be one.” (OvuTLOoK, Dec. 
28, 1953) 


MINISTER, Myers Park Church, Charlotte, 
N. C., and a member of the 1954 Assembly’s 
Standing Committee on Cooperation and 
Union 
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eople Want Union 


By JAS. A. JONES 


They cannot speak to us today, these 
young men and women, because they are 
not commissioners to this court. They 
are not ordained ministers. They are not 
ordained ruling elders. But they are the 
hope of the church. They are the people 
to whom the future belongs. And it is 
for their sakes that I would urge upon 
you, because of the voice they have in 
concert expressed, that we give them the 
chance to have that ecclesiastical frater- 
nity which already they have declared 
they wish to possess. 


The USA and U.P. Vote 

The second thing that I think needs to 
be mentioned is that already over 1,200 
serious, consecrated Presbyterian elders 
have said, “We ought to be one.” Now, 
my brethren, in the Presbyterian Church 
we believe in the freedom of conscience, 
but if we will read that chapter of the 
Confession of Faith which has to do with 
the freedom of conscience, we will dis- 
cover that a man’s conscience in the Pres- 
byterian Church cannot be impervious 
to the witness of his brethren. Twelve 
hundred people as serious about their 
business as are we, as concerned for the 
witness of Christ as any man here, have 
before God and their brethren said, *“We 
should be one!” That we must not un- 
dervalue. 

And there is a third fact which I think, 
quite frankly, needs to be said. There 
is more division in the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States today than 
should be contemplated in the union of 
the Presbyterian Churches under the pro- 
posed plan. If we, who so obviously 
disagree about so much, can serve to- 
gether in our venture of honoring Christ, 
why do we imagine that the Holy Spirit 
cannot preserve that fraternity in a larger 
outreach? There are those who truth- 
fully say that the power of the church 
is not by “might but by the Spirit” of 
God, that our strength is not in numbers. 
But let me remind you that wherever the 
Spirit of God demonstrably is at work, 
we expect in our day for that work to be 
made manifest sizeably, whether it be in 
Japan or Korea, or Mexico, or with Billy 
Graham at Wembley, or elsewhere. Now 
do we mean in seriousness to say that the 
concert of Presbyterians will not admit 
the larger outpouring of the Holy Spirit? 

There is one other matter I must speak 
to, and here I would not seem pious and 
naive. We stood here a moment past 
and recited the Lord’s Prayer. There is 
in that prayer this petition, “Thy king- 
dom come, thy will be done on earth as 


it is in Heaven.” If Jesus Christ meant 
business when he taught his disciples to 
say that, then, before an unbelieving 
world, there should be among Christians 
that unitedness which borrows its fash- 
ion from Heaven. 

Disbelieves Accusations 

Now, I am not interested in, because 
I do not believe, the accusations concern- 
ing the doctrinal errors in the Presby- 
terian Church in the USA. A few days 
ago at the meeting of the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church, USA, in 
Detroit, I joined +,000 people in the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. We 
prayed and partook together. We were 
not talking about attitudes toward the 
Atonement. We were involved in that 
Holy of Holies where faith has its heart, 
and hope has its future. Every voice there 
was saying, 

“There is a green hill far away, 

Without a city wall, 

Where the dear Lord was crucified, 

Who died to save us all. 

“We may not know, we cannot tell, 

What pains he had to bear; 

But we believe it was for us 

He hung and suffered there. 

“O dearly, dearly has he loved, 

And we must love him too, 

And trust in his redeeming blood, 

And try his works to do.” 

Where there are people who take that 
stand under the ecclesiastical order to 
which I am committed by preference and 
profession, I have already found my 
brethren, and I want the world to know 
it. 


Templeton Warns Against 
‘Coercion’ in Evangelism 

DANVILLE, Ky. (RNS)—Evangelists 
should not “coerce” people into commit- 
ting their lives to Christ because the 
commitment must be voluntary to be ef- 
fective, Charles B. Templeton, new sec- 
retary of the division of evangelism of 
the Presbyterian, USA Board of National 
Missions, said here. 

Dr. Templeton, former full-time evan- 
gelist for the National Council of 
Churches, said he regretted “the emo- 
tional excesses that evangelism often falls 
into” but emphasized that “bad evange- 
lism does not invalidate all evangelism.” 

His remarks were made in an address 
to the annual Christian Life Conference 
at Centre College here of the joint stu- 
dent work staffs of the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, and the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S. The week-long conference 
was attended by 170 college pastors and 
campus Christian workers from institu- 
tions of higher education over the nation. 
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Christian Worship and Fellowship 
By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for August 1, 1954 
Acts 2:46-47; Colossians 3:12-17; Hebrews 10:23-25 


We are considering this quarter some 
of the means of Christian growth. Bible 
study and prayer, we have seen, are two 
of the essentials. But Bible study and 
prayer, as important as they are, are not 
enough. There must also be Christian 
worship and fellowship. A sailor ma- 
rooned on an uninhabited island in the 
Pacific, with a copy of the New Testa- 
ment among his possessions, might grow 
spritually, but it would not be a well- 
rounded growth. A Christian who delib- 
erately cuts himself off from fellowship 
with his fellow-Christians, or who enjoys 
such fellowship only intermittently, will 
—to say the least—fail to achieve spirit- 
ual maturity. The pressure of the world is 
all about us. That pressure cannot be 
resisted. We will inevitably reflect the 
worldliness of our age if we do not 
gather the inspiration and strength that 
comes from public worship and from 
contact with other Christians. 

Where is this fellowship to be found? 
In the Sunday school, in the regular 
church services on Sunday morning and 
still, in some localities, on Sunday even- 
ing, in the mid-week service, if it is still 
held, in the various gatherings of the men 
and the women and the young people, 
especially the two latter (why is this the 
case?); but also in “visiting back and 
forth between the households represented 
in the church membership, helping one 
another in times of trouble, visiting in 
front of the church after services, attend- 
ing religious conventions or meetings 
sponsored by denominational or interde- 
nominational agencies.” 


I. Fruits of Christian Fellowship 

Some of the consequences of genuine 
Christian fellowship are set forth in 
Acts 2:42-47. Luke tells us that after 
Pentecost the early disciples “devoted 
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread (a 
social meal followed by observance of the 
Lord’s Supper) and the prayers (i.e., the 
public prayers of the worshipping com- 
munity). These were the chief forms 
of Christian worship and fellowship de- 
veloped in the early church. And what 
were some of the consequences ? 

Luke tells us (1) that “fear came upon 
every soul.”” This does not mean the or- 
dinary everyday type of fear which all 
of us have known in moments of sudden 
danger. It indicates rather godly fear, 
reverence, awe, the awareness of deity, the 
consciousness of being in the presence 
of the Almighty, that fear of God which 
frees men from every other fear, that sense 
of God’s presence which creates the dis- 
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tinctive qualities of the Christian life at 
its highest and best. 

(2) “And many wonders and signs 
were done through the apostles.” The 
signs and wonders which attracted the 
most attention at first were the mcre 
showy signs, no doubt—-dramatic conver- 
sions, speaking in tongues, miracles of 
healing and the like. But as time went 
on the wonders and signs which attracted 
most attention and which have continued 
to be the secret of the church's growth, 
were the wonders and signs of transform- 
ed lives. As Paul wrote: “The fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentle- 
ness, self-control.” (Gal. 5:22-23.) 

(3) And all who believed were together 
and had all things in common.” This was 
not communism; it does not mean, as a 
careful reading of Acts will reveal, that 
Christians ceased to retain private prop- 
erty; it means rather that they shared 
with those who were in need, that none 
in this early Christian group was allowed 
to go hungry or to be in want; that mem- 
bers of the church were concerned not 
only for men’s spiritual needs, but also 
with their physical needs. This prac- 
tical brotherhood continued to character- 
ize the church for the next three hundred 
years, as the church remained a perse- 
cuted minority within the Roman Em- 
pire, and became a major cause of its 
ultimate victory. As Julian, the apostate 
Emperor, who tried unsuccessfully to 
breathe the new vitality into the old dying 
faith after the Empire had become Chris- 
tian, explained in a letter to a friend: 
“The Jews do not allow any of their 
own people to become beggars, and the 
Christians support not only their own, 
but also our poor; but we (non-Chris- 
tians) leave ours unhelped. . . . It is mat- 
ters like this which have contributed 
most to the spread of Christianity.” 

(4) And day by day, attending the 
temple together (the early Christians had 
not vet broken with their ancestral faith; 
they continued to worship with non- 
Christian Jews, as Jesus himself had 
done until he was forced out of the syna- 
gogue), and breaking bread in their 
homes (the reference here is to the dis- 
tinctive Christian worship and fellow- 
ship, centering in the common meal, or 
love feast, ending always in the com- 
munion service), they partook of food 
(in addition to social fellowship, these 
meals provided substantial material aid 
for the poor) with glad and generous 
hearts, praising God and having favor 
with all the people.” Joy or gladness, 
coupled with generosity for those in need, 


was one of the characteristics of the early 
Christians. There is enough tragedy in 
the New Testament to make it the saddest 
book in the world and instead it is the 
most joyful. Wherever we open it, what- 
ever the circumstances, we find this un- 
mistakable note. This must have been 
one of the secrets of the growth of the early 
church. For everyone wishes to be happy. 
Our national advertisers plaster the land 
with pictures of smiling people, finding 
joy in their particular product. The early 
Christians did not need to portray grin- 
ning Christians on billboards throughout 
the length and breadth of the Roman Em- 
pire, for they had found the real thing, 
the secret of an unquenchable joy, a peace 
which the world could not give, and 
which nothing that happened to them in 
the world could ever quite take away. 

(5) The final consequence of this early 
Christian fellowship is described in Acts 
2:47: “And the Lord added to their 
number day by day those who were being 
saved.” “The Lord added. ...” These 
were not men and women who joined the 
church because it was the easy or popular 
thing to do; but because the Lord Jesus 
Christ had touched their lives and claim- 
ed their wills.” ‘Those who were being 
saved.” So the RSV correctly renders 
the force of the Greek tense. At times 
the Bible speaks of salvation as though 
it had been completed in the past, for 
the victory over sin and death had been 
sealed through the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. At other times it speaks 
of salvation as though it were still in 
the future, for its consummation lies be- 
yond the present life. But more fre- 
quently the Bible speaks of salvation as a 
process that begins here and is completed 
only in the world to come. 

The church today, as then, is composed 
of men and women whom the Lord Jesus 
Christ has claimed, and who are “being 
saved.”” Some have advanced farther 
along the way than others, some have ad- 
vanced farther in one direction, and some 
in another. But we are all in process of 
being saved; each of us needs to learn 
from others, and each of us has something 
which he can contribute for the benefit 
of others. The church is not an assembly 
of perfected saints; it is composed rather 
of pilgrims, encouraging one another, 
aiding one another, as they advance along 
the way which shall lead us at last to our 
eternal home, that city whose maker and 
builder is God. 


Il. Requirements for Christian Fel- 
lowship 


In Colossians 3 :12-17 Paul lists twelve 
distinctive Christian virtues which affect 
our relations to our fellowmen, and which 
are necessary if our Christian fellowship 
is to bear its richest fruit. 

(1) Compassion or pity (bowels of 
mercy in the KJV), for those who are in 
need or distress; (2) kindness, which has 
been defined as “the proper Christian 
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temper in our relation to others, that 
goodness of heart that makes us act right- 
ly in dealing with each other’; (3) 
humbleness of mind (KJV) or lowliness 
(RSV) which leads to a proper estimate 
of ourselves; (4) meekness, used here in 
the sense of gentleness, the opposite of 
rudeness; (5) long-suffering or patience, 
which is the ability to endure without 
being ruffled, or giving way under the 
strain; (6) forbearance, which means the 
ability to hold one’s self back when 
tempted to break loose and let fly the 
word or the deed, which one is later 
likely to regret; (7) a readiness to for- 
give as Christ also has forgiven us. 

(8) The one attitude above all others 
which the Christian is to cultivate is that 
of love (a better translation for our own 
day than the charity of the KJV.) “Above 
all these,” says the apostle, ‘‘put on love, 
which binds everything together in har- 
mony.” Among the ancients all other 
garments were held in place and in prop- 
er relation to one another by the girdle. 
So love binds all other Christian virtues 
into a harmonious whole. Without love, 
not one of them bears its proper fruit 
in our lives or in that of others. 

(9) Paul’s next suggestion is to “let 
the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
to which indeed you were called in the 
one body.” The peace of Christ here, 
quite plainly is peace not only with God 
through Christ, but also that peace with 
our fellowman to which Christ has called 
us. To rule means to act as umpire. 
Whenever there is a conflict of motives, 
impulses or reasons, the peace of Christ 
must step in and decide which is to pre- 
vail. Not peace of mind for ourselves 
is the deciding motive, but that peace 
among men which Christ came to estab- 
lish and which led him early in his min- 
istry to declare, “Blessed are the peace- 
makers, for they shall be called sons of 
God.” 

(10) Paul urges us to “be thankful” 
(vs. 15). He repeats this exhortation in 


the two verses that follow (cf. 1:12: 2:7: 
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4:7). Why does Paul put this emphasis 
on thanksgiving, and especially in this 
passage where he is dealing with right 
relations to our fellowmen? Daniel Rus- 
sell in his Meditations for Men provides 
an answer. “Without gratitude,” he says, 
‘a man grows sour and insensitive with- 
in; outwardly he is sand in the gears of 
human relations.” Try a simple experi- 
ment. At the beginning and end of each 
day, and at intervals in between, pause 
for a moment to thank God for the or- 
dinary and the extraordinary blessings 
which you are enjoying; when irritations 
intrude replace resentfulness over minor 
inconveniences with thanksgiving for the 
greater conveniences which you enjoy, 
and note how the atmosphere changes 
immediately, and how your improved feel- 
ing tone affects your whole behavior. 

(11) ‘Let the word of God dwell in 
you richly. .’ Curiously enough this 
exhortation is directed toward those who 
teach and those who join in congrega- 
tional singing. There is a possibility 
that one will seek to impart his own 
wisdom rather than that wisdom which 
comes from on high. In singing it is 
quite possible for one to ignore the words 
and think only of the melody. Perhaps 
Paul means to suggest that the Word of 
God must be at the heart and center of 
every aspect of our worship if it is to 
accomplish its intended result. 

(12) “Whatever you do, in word or 
deed,” Paul concludes, “do everything 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him.” 
This final injunction includes all the 
rest. If we were careful to do everything 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, not merely 
invoking his name, but actually acting 
as we know in our hearts Christ would 
have us act, we could forget the rest-— 
Christ’s spirit would prevail and the 
Christian fellowship would have its max- 
imum value for all. 

Ill. A Danger to Christian Fellowship 

In spite of the proved value of Chris- 
tian worship and fellowship there is al- 
ways the danger that some members of the 
group will neglect and then abandon both 
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the worship and the fellowship. Those 
who do cease to attend public worship are 
liable to lose their grip on the Christian 
hope and to become insensitive to their 
Christian obligations. The writer to the 
Hebrews recognized this danger in the 
first generation after Christ. “Let us 
hold fast the confession of our hope 
without wavering, for he who promised 
is faithful,” he writes, ‘“‘and let us con- 
sider how to stir up one another to love 
and good works, not neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another, and all the 
more as you see the Day drawing near.”’ 

We do not know what excuses the ab- 
sentee church member gave in the first 
century A.D., but probably they were 
much the same then as now. Then as 
now, no doubt, they claimed, even if they 
did not really believe it, that they could 
worship God as well at home as in the 
church, on the highway as in the sanc- 
tuary. And no doubt they charged that 
the church was filled with hypocrites, 
claiming that they were better than many 
now in the church, ignoring the fact that 
others in the church were far better than 
they, and that they themselves were per- 
haps just a wee bit hypocritical. What 
excuses do people in your community 
give? How should they be answered ? 

“Let us consider how to stir up one 
another to love and good works,” urges 
the author of Hebrews. Members of the 
first World Council meeting in Amster- 
dam said: 

“Our coming together to form a World 
Council will be vain unless Christians and 
Christian congregations everywhere com- 
mit themselves to the Lord of the church 
in a new effort to seek together, where they 
live, to be his witnesses and servants 
among their neighbors. ... We have to 
make of the church in every place a voice 
for those who have no voice and a home 
where every man will be at home. ... We 
have to ask God to teach us together to say 
NO and to say YES in truth. NO to all 
that flouts the love of Christ. ... YES 
to all that conforms to the love of Christ, 
to all who seek for justice, to the peace- 
maker, to all who hope, fight and suffer 
for the cause of man, to all who—even 
without knowing it—look for a new 
heaven and a new earth wherein dwelleth 
righteousness.” 





How do members of the church now 
stir up one another to love and good 
works? How could they do a better job? 
What difference would it make to isdi- 
viduals and to society if followers of 
Christ did not assemble themselves to- 
gether, seeking to stir up one another. to 
love and good works? 

Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 
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BOOK NOTES 








OUR CITIES FOR CHRIST. By Thomas 
W. Currie. Presbyterian, U. S., Board of 
Church Extension. 49 pp., 75 cents, paper. 

In preparing the Church Extension 
study book for this fall, Dr. Currie, of 
the Oak Cliff church, Dallas, has writ- 
ten no humdrum document. He was one 
of the precipitants of one of the most vig- 
orous home mission advances our church 
has seen in recent years, based on what 
he and his associates saw happening in 
the cities of the South and Southwest. 
Now he writes, in the same way, to show 
what is happening before our very eyes. 

The book ought to be a basic require- 
ment for every church officer this fall. 
It is full of challenge, example, know- 
how, show-how and whatever else is need- 
ed. You can’t read it and be complacent 
about the opportunity before the church. 

Look at statements like these: 

“When a city grows beyond twenty 
thousand, thirty thousand, forty thousand, 
and still has only one Presbyterian 
church, something is desperately wrong.” 

“The greatest obstacles ... are not the 
beer joints and what are ordinarily 
thought of as the dens of iniquity and the 
haunts of crime, but the greatest obstacles 
are named on the roll of your church and 
presbytery and mine. Furthermore, they 
walk in your shoes and mine.” 

At only one point could it be suggested 
that the author might have added some- 
thing. He takes account of comity ar- 
rangements within the Presbyterian and 
Reformed family and urges that no new 
church locations be made without full 
regard for what other churches in this 
connection are doing. He does not (or 
if he did it was overlooked by this read- 
er) call for like concern for other evan- 
gelical groups. 

He would doubtless agree that a com- 
munity’s churches ought to be so located 
as to serve the area in the best possible 
manner—not all bunched together. This, 
however, is not always taken for granted 
and it needs to be said constantly. 

As he writes about ‘“‘a mile between any 
two sites” he may be referring to all 
churches, but since the book deals with 
Presbyterian churches it is assumed that 
he refers only to those. 

Thorough study of this book ought to 
result in the establishment of urban 
churches by the score throughout our 
bounds. This document ought to be 
Sessional Consideration No. 1 this fall. 





THE KINGSHIP OF CHRIST. By the Bishop 
of Chichester. Penguin Books, Baltimore, 
Md., 175 pp., 50 cents, paper. 

The Bishop of Chichester (G. K. A. 
Bell) has performed a great service in 
writing this little book telling the story 
of the World Council of Churches—and 
pointing to the coming Evanston meeting. 

For people who want to trace the in- 
spiring development of the Council and 
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to understand its working philosophy, 
this is the book. Furthermore, it costs 
only fifty cents. 

In addition to the chronological devel- 
opment, here are treated such topics as 
“The Kingship and a Divided Church,” 
“The Refusal of Rome,” “Action for Jus- 
tice and Peace,” “The Race Question,” 
“Mission and Unity,” “The Layman,” 
and the Evanston theme, “Christ the 
Hope of the World.” 

Finally, the bishop has provided four 
appendices of real value: a glossary of 
the names of churches, statistics of re- 
ligious allegiance, a short bibliography, 
and the addresses of the respective coun- 
cils of churches. 

Samuel McCrea Cavert says of it: 


“This book must stand at the top of the 
list of anyone who wants to understand 
the main currents of Christian life and 
thought today. Nowhere else can you find 
in such brief compass such a fascinating 
story of the way in which the churches 
around the world are now coming together 
in an increasing unity.” 


Penquin deserves a vote of thanks for 
publishing the book—and a big sale. 








BOOKS RECEIVED 


The Book of Ezekiel—Vol. 2. Julius A. 
Bewer. Harper & Bros., N. Y. 75¢, paper. 

The Unfaithful. Ewald Mand. Muhlen- 
burg Press, Philadelphia. $3.75. 





They Went to College. Ernest Havemann 
& Patricia Salter West. Harcourt, Brace 
& Co., N. Y. $4.00. 


Only One True Church? Roy Addison 
Kale. Vantage Press, Inc., N. Y. $2.59. 


MOVIE OF THE MONTH* 


The Student Prince 


With many embellishments and three 
new vocal interpolations, this well-known 
operetta with the Sigmund Romberg score 
and which has entertained two genera- 
tions will give evocative pleasure to many. 
It comes to the screen as a most lavish 
CinemaScope production in Ansco color. 





It is still the story of the prince who 
loves the barmaid but who eventually 
gives her up as a concession to his duty 
and to the affairs of state when he be- 
comes king. The voice of the prince is 
supplied by Mario Lanza. Edmund Pur- 
dom makes a handsome Karl with the 
proper arrogance when his role demands 
it. Ann Blyth is a nice Kathie, in good 
voice and with a beautiful wardrobe. 
Louis Calhern is in excellent style as the 
old king who wants his grandson to ac- 
quire wordly wisdom before he succeeds 
him on the throne. The students are in 
boisterous mood in the Heidelberg tavern 
and join their voices in well modulated 





*Rated by the Protestant Motion Picture 
Council. 


chorus. While much of their singing is 
motivated by the drinking of foaming 
steins of beer, the vivacious tempo of the 
music is remembered more than the topic 
of the songs. 

Satisfaction is obtained in a duel as 
demanded by tradition, with the resulting 
cheek scars as proof of the encounter. 
Comedy is provided by the pompous inn- 
keeper, the prince’s tutor and his formid- 
able valet. It seems that, for a graustar- 
kian kingdom with a depleted treasury, 
functions are run on a grand scale, as 
shown in a munificient court ball and 
for a mourning vigil whose setting is 
more reminiscent of a cathedral than of a 
court chapel, but we suppose it may be a 
part of the over-all spectacular effect for 
the production of this quasi-fairy tale. 
FOR: Family. 


THE UNCONQUERED. Helen Kel- 
ler in Her Story (Presented by Nancy 
Hamilton). The story of Helen Keller 
is told primarily by photographs gath- 
ered since her childhood, the inclusion of 
newsreels of past years and some recent 
film sequences. It is bound together by 
an excellent commentary written by 
James Shute and narrated by Katherine 
Cornell. When necessary, it bridges the 
vears so that the continuity is excellent. 
This film is a moving experience. It 
brings out forcibly the indomitable power 
of an unconquered spirit. It shows the 
desire and patience of student and teach- 
ers enabling a blind, deaf-mute to see 
with the spirit, to hear by touch and to 
achieve speech. It demonstrates that a 
life which might have been dreary is 
given over to the pleasure of living with 
a concern for others. Helen Keller never 
looks unhappy. Her face is serene while 
animated by recognition of her surround- 
ings and awareness of others. She feels 
the harmony and vibration of music ,the 
poetry of motion, in her visit to a ballet 
school rehearsal. Through the years, she 
has achieved a_ spiritual equanimity 
which comes through to the beholder in 
her assertion that... “in Him is no 
darkness at all.” This film is educa- 
tional and inspirational to the highest 
degree. FOR: Adults, Young People. 
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MENTION 


CHANGES 


Paul Tudor Jones, at Grace Covenant 
church, Richmond, Va., since May, 1951, 
has accepted a call to the Idlewild 
church, Memphis, Tenn., effective in mid- 
August. 

Jamie D. Stimson, Fort Mill, S. C., has 
accepted a call to the Good Hope church, 
Iva, S. C., as of August 1. 

William H. Foster, Robinson 
Waco, Texas, will become 
education in Central 
City, September 1. 

Robert T. Coit, tormerly of South Char- 
leston, W. Va., 18 now assistant minister 
of the Old Stone church, Lewisburg, 
W. Va., in charge of the outpost work. 

J. S. Robinson, now of Greer, S. C., re- 
cently retired as pastor at Sullivans 
Island, S. C., and desires to engage in 
supply work. 

Alex. W. Hunter from Memphis, Tenn., 
to 10 Trianon Plaza, New Orleans 1S, La., 
August 1. 

Lee Stoffel, Florence, 
that this note be 





church, 
minister of 
church, Oklahoma 


Ala., requests 
carried indicating that 
he has not moved from Florence. A re- 
cent item in this column told of the re- 
moval of Ernest L. Stoffel from Alpine, 
Tenn.. to Cincinnati, Ohio, but that was 
another person. 

R. Bruce Brannon, has resigned his 
work as director of evangelism for the 
Synod of Texas and will spend the com- 
ing year studying at the University of 
Edinburgh. He aud his family are to sail 
August 1. 

W. Arnott Ward, formerly of Second 
church, Beaumont, Texas, recently be- 
came pastor at Rockport, Texas. 

E. D. Kerr from Decatur, Ga., to 
Main St., Newberry, S. C. 

Duncan D. MacBryde, former Presby- 
terian, U. S.. pastor, recently in the State 
Department, Washington, D. C., will be- 
come pastor of the Winnetka Community 
church, 1108 Oak St., Winnetka, IIL, 
Aug. 1. 

Bruce C. Boney recently completed ten 
months as acting pastor of the Decatur, 
Ga., church. The congregation, in appre- 
ciation of his services, extended his sal- 
ary for six months beyond the expiration 
date and gave him a love gift of $500 
After a period of rest, Dr. Boney expects 
to accept a pastorate of his own. J. Davi- 
son Philips, now of Thomasville, Ga., 
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begins his new work as pastor of the De- 
catur church July 18. 
DAVIDSON BIBLE 

William M. Boyce, Jr., Charlotte, N.C., 
who has just completed a term as chap- 
lain in Korea, following his graduation 
from Princeton Seminary, will be assis- 
tant profesor of Bible at Davidson Col- 
lege beginning in September. 


“Christian Observer” Didn’t 
Help “The Earnest Worker” 


Robert Turner, associate minister of 
the Covenant church, Charlotte, N. C., 
and James E. Williams, executive direc- 
tor of the same church, recently visited 
together in a Charlotte hospital. They 
came down on the elevator with two 
women who were not professing love one 
for the other. 

When the four left the building the 
two women began fighting. One called 
for help. The minister (Turner) said, 
“Jim, we've got to help them!’ Jim 
didn’t say anything. 

The minister pulled one of the fight- 
ing sisters off the other and said, “Stop 
beating this woman.” 

Thereupon, she pulled off her shoe and 
hit her opponent and the blood fairly 
flew. Again the minister tried: ‘Don’t 
you hit that woman again with that 
shoe!” 

Then she made a pass at Mr. Turner, 
who caught her arm and held it. But 
she passed the shoe to her other hand 
and hit her opponent again. With this 
success, the winning one threatened to 
give the parson a black eve, to which he 
replied: 


“If you hit me with that shoe, woman, 
I'll slap you across the street.” 

This threat worked, the melee ended, 
the nurse came out and took the bleeding 
woman into the emergency room where six 
or eight stitches were made. 

The Covenaters thereupon dubbed Mr. 
Turner “The Earnest Worker” and, ap- 
propriately enough, Mr. Williams became 
“The Christian Observer.”—-The Meck- 
lenburg Presbyterian. 


FAMILY EDUCATION—Frederick W. Wid- 

mer, of the Bel-Mar church, Tampa, Fla., will 

begin his new work with the Board of Christian 

Education, Richmond, Va., Oct. 1. Mr. Wid- 

mer will be associate in Family Education in 

the Department of Adult and Family Educa- 
tion. 
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